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BERKSHIRE COUNTY LADIES VETERANS GOLF ASSOCIATION 

55
th

  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 27
th

 FEBRUARY 2020 

AT CASTLE ROYLE GOLF CLUB 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

Jo Thompson, Honorary Secretary opened the 55
th

 Annual General Meeting. 

Apologies: Jo Thompson advised that 12 people had sent in their apologies and 58 people had 

signed the attendance book. 

Welcome: 

Alison Goudge Captain of BCLVGA then welcomed all attendees to the meeting. 

Before proceeding with the Agenda, the Captain advised that 3 past members had sadly died and 

a short period of reflection was held in memory of Ann Drummond, Captain in 2004; Olive 

Tomlinson, Honorary member and Jill Edwardes from Newbury and Crookham Golf Club. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting held on 7
th

 February 2019 

As there were no amendments requested, it was proposed by Barbara Lamb, seconded by Pat 

Bayle then confirmed by the meeting that the Minutes be accepted as a true record.  

The AGM 2019 Minutes were duly signed by the Captain. 

Matters Arising 

Alison Goudge asked if there were any matters arising.  There were none. 

Proposals:    No proposals had been received. 

Captain’s Report 

Alison Goudge then delivered her report to those present. 

I remember having mixed feelings about becoming Captain - especially at my age - but on the 

plus side there is going to be a trophy at the Summer Meeting for the over 80's and I will become 

eligible later this year. Added to that it will be 2033, if I live that long, when East Berks will be 

asked for a Captain again, so it was now or never. 

Well, it turned out to be a lot of fun but not without its problems. The first meeting at 

Basingstoke was almost a washout and I hoped would not be an omen for my coming year. The 

greenkeeper promised me a 2 hour gap from the rain. He was right and we held 2 ten hole 

competitions and the fish and chip lunch was superb. 

The weather was kind to me after that occasion but the ups and downs were amazing. 
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The Downshire - all went smoothly until Jill Salter had a serious accident with a large stick and 

her trolley. There was a bit of a panic and she ended up in hospital with 22 stitches in her leg. All 

is well now but it took a long time to heal. 

Mapledurham - despite all the preparation the club had not fulfilled the agreed arrangements. 

There was a real shortage of staff and the catering manager’s wife had to pressgang members 

into moving all the furniture. We just about made it before the players started coming in but on 

the bright side the club provided free soft drinks and wine at a big discount. 

Bishopswood - this was an excellent venue. Unfortunately it was not well supported and was a 

great deal of work for only 24 players. I had a bit of a hiccup when I thought I had to give prizes 

to 2 divisions, so a hasty rearrangement to the prize table was in order - so what - there were 

more prize winners. This was a trial for the second year but is not really viable for the near 

future.   Bishopswood pulled all the stops out to provide a wonderful afternoon tea so you non 

players missed a real treat. 

East Berks - the club was trying out a rearrangement of the tees so were using the 16
th

 as the 

first. 

This caused some havoc with the navigation devices and some of the players who had no GPS 

ended up playing a few holes twice. They did see the funny side of it though, but it took a long 

time to finish. I am not sure if we influenced any decision but East Berks has reverted to the 

original layout. 

Matches - they were all played in good spirit on some nice courses. We lost against Hampshire 

and Oxfordshire but had a resounding win against Wiltshire. We halved with the Berkshire Lady 

Captains and also with the Reading and District men so a fair average. 

The fun side was particularly prevalent against the lady captains as most of the players were 

eligible for either side so there was a great deal of good natured rivalry and banter. 

Against the men I think I will always remember the look on the Captain Ian’s face. He had landed 

on the green with his drive. I drove at right angles through the out of bounds into trees, hit a 

magnificent shot (yes I know it was pure luck) and the ball landed by the pin for a net 1. Our 

hole! It was my last game with the lovely Jill Edwards and we had so many laughs.  

So as you see quite an eventful year. You know the feeling. The swan swimming serenely along 

but paddling like fury underwater. I have to thank my hard working and supportive Committee 

for helping me keep afloat. 

Caroline who spends so much time visiting clubs arranging and then running the competitions so 

well. 

Linda who was persuaded (in inverted commas) to take on the role of Treasurer. 

Jo for her admirable admin and experience to help me remember what I should be doing. 

Betty for her continuing contribution to the County website on our behalf and her guidance as 

the past Captain and Alix who will be taking over the Captaincy for 2020. Alix has never ducked a 

job I have given her and I recall her racing off into the unknown, with not much time available, to 

track down Waitrose in Basingstoke to change all the vouchers for what became the double 

competition. 
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A great team and I can say it has been a good time for me personally. This has always been a 

lovely and friendly society. I hope Alix will enjoy her year as much as I have. Thank you all, the 

members, for your support too and I hope you have a very successful 2020. 

Alison gave out the results of the Gittins Trophy but unfortunately Gill Jenner (G&S) was not 

present to receive her Trophy as she has recently moved away from Berkshire. 

Deidre Cuthburt (Bradfield College) was Runner Up. 

Honorary Secretary’s Report 

Ladies Good Morning again. This is my second year as Honorary Secretary for the Association 

and after serving two year in post would like to continue for a further year.    

  

I would now like to report briefly on the current number of Members, the Clubs they come from 

and of course our welcome New Members. 

 

Currently we have 167 members who have either renewed or joined as new members.  Of these 

there are 6 Associate and 13 new members. We are at present under the numbers for last year 

and hopefully with your help I am looking to those ladies present today to go back to their clubs 

and where necessary, persuade those who haven’t renewed, to come and join us. 

 

Our membership consists of the following Clubs: 

 

Bearwood Lakes 1 Bradfield College 5 

Calcot Park 7 Castle Royle 16 

Caversham Heath 3 East Berks 28 

Easthampstead 7 Goring & Streatley 4 

Hennerton 10 Maidenhead 19 

Mapledurham 14 Newbury & Crookham 13 

Reading 7 Royal Ascot 15 

Sandmartins 3 Shefield Oaks 1 

Sonning 6 West Berks 1 

Windsor Great Park 1 Winter Hill 5 

 

The membership numbers are lower than last year, however I am sure the numbers will creep up 

as the year goes on and members who haven’t re-joined may hopefully find their packs and send 

their forms in to re-join.  As I have said previously it would be good if we all could encourage or 

persuade our club members to renew or to join the Association for the first time. It is a very 

friendly Association and we all enjoy ourselves when we play in the competitions and matches 

and once again meet with colleagues and friends from all the Berkshire clubs. 

 

Before I end could I please remind you all that if any of your contact details change, such as 

address, emails, telephone numbers or Club, can you please let me know as soon as possible, so 

that we can be sure that information is going to the correct address. 
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I would like to conclude by saying I have enjoyed my second year as your Honorary Secretary and 

it has been great working with Alison and the committee.   I look forward to working and 

supporting Alix and the committee in 2020.  Thank you 

 

Competition Secretary’s Report  

Thank you all for a really successful year of competitions and special thanks for the help given to me by 

not only Alison, as outgoing Captain, but also to the rest of the Committee and the Members who have all 

been so enjoyable to work with. 

So, a quick overview: 

At the Spring Meeting in May at Basingstoke Golf Club, 78 ladies were due to compete for the Olive 

Tomlinson Salvers, however due to adverse weather conditions, only two 10-hole competitions took 

place, and the Salvers were not awarded. 

At the 1
st

 Summer Meeting in July at The Downshire Golf Complex, 37 pairs competed for the Margaret R 

Taylor Salvers, won by Gill Myers from Newbury & Crookham and Ishbel Thomson from Easthampstead 

Ladies Golf Club. 

The 2
nd

 Summer Meeting at Mapledurham Golf Club was supported by 85 ladies, with a number of 

trophies being played for: the Past Captains’ Trophy was won by Maureen Rogers from Calcot Park Golf 

Club, the Over 60’s Trophy was won by Maureen Barnaville from Easthampstead Ladies Golf Club, the 

Over 70’s Trophy was won by Pat Sprake from Calcot Park Golf Club, the Bronze Handicap Trophy was 

won by Linda Pitt from Mapledurham Golf Club, the  Silver Handicap Trophy was won by Di Wizard from 

Reading Golf Club and the Summer Trophy was awarded to Kathy North from Caversham Heath Golf Club. 

Next year there will be an additional trophy awarded at the Meeting – the Over 80’s Trophy. 

The 9-Hole 4BBB competition at Bishopswood Golf Course was supported by 24 ladies, and the 

competition was won by Carol Thorogood and Jill Edwardes, both from Newbury & Crookham Golf Club. 

This was only the second year we have run this Meeting and due to the small take up, it has been decided 

that this will not be continuing with the fixture in the future.  

The Autumn Meeting held at the Captain’s home club, East Berkshire Golf Club, had 60 ladies competing 

for the scratch and handicap trophies, with the Silver Scratch Cup going to Julie Sheppard of East Berks 

Golf Club for the second year running and the Bronze Scratch Cup going to Matt Sheridan from Castle 

Royle Golf Club, the Silver Handicap Trophy was won by Deirdra Cuthbert and the Bronze Handicap 

Trophy was won by Barbara Lamb, both from Newbury & Crookham Golf Club.  The Grannies’ Trophy was 

won by Jenny Locke from Maidenhead Golf Club. 

If we look at numbers in 2018, they stood at 285 entries (an increase on the previous year) and like-for-

like for 2019 stood at 321 entries, the increase year-on-year is a really positive response to all 

competitions. 

We have again chosen to take the Spring Meeting outside of the County for the second year running, this 

time to Weybrook Park Golf Club.  The 1
st

 Summer Meeting will again be held at The Downshire Golf 

Complex, but the 2
nd

 Summer Meeting will be at Reading Golf Club, this will give all the opportunity to 
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play the course prior to it relocating in 2021.  The Autumn Meeting will be at the Captain’s Club – Castle 

Royle.   

So, in finishing, we do hope you all participate in the competitions in 2020 and look forward to the 

weather being kind to us.  May I ask whether you have any questions? There were no questions asked. 

The attendees were asked to show whether there was any interest in pursuing a nine hole competition 

for 2020 but only one lady was in favour. 

Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

Lady Captain/ Members, 

Good morning this is my first year as your Treasurer. You will see from the accounts we have decided to 

change the accounting year to coincide with the calendar year,  therefore the accounts are for 13 months.  

This will make it easier to maintain in future.  

As with previous years we have continued to reduce the bank balance by subsidising some events and 

this process will continue. Please submit any invoices for engraving before 1
st

 December. 

Thanks go to Mr Andrew Cousins President of East Berkshire Golf club for his guidance and auditing of the 

final accounts. 

Adoption of Accounts - Captain 

Proposed by: Heather Wing - Royal Ascot  

Seconded by Doffi Parkinson - Mapledurham. 

The Accounts were duly accepted by the meeting.  

 

Committee Elections: 

Retiring Members: Betty Johnston 

 

Remaining Members:   

Alison Goudge – Immediate Past Captain 

Caroline Dover – Competition Secretary 

Jo Thompson – Hon. Secretary 

Linda Harris – Hon.Treasurer 

 

New Committee: 

Captain:    Alix Waldman – Proposed by Alison Goudge and Seconded by Judy Jones 

Vice-Captain:  Denise Cutler – Proposed by Alix Waldman and Seconded by Jill Biddle 

 

Handover to new Captain 

Alison Goudge then congratulated Alix Waldman on her election as the new Captain of the 

Association and presented her with the Captain’s Badge and invited Alix to address the 

Members. 

Captain Elect Address 

Thank you everyone for coming today. 
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I am so looking forward to this coming year and do hope that this rain will eventually stop and 

we’ll have some decent golfing weather. 

Alison you have been an exceptional Captain, always calm and very knowledgeable and I have 

learnt a lot from you.  I just hope I can follow your high standards…. and I’m holding you to your 

promise that you will be there if I need my hand held. 

It gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the Committee to present you with this voucher, but no 

flowers as you confessed you just kill them. 

I have had a great response for our 5 matches and have been able to guarantee that everyone 

has an opportunity to play in at least 1 match.  There are envelopes on your table for those that 

applied to play. 

I would like to introduce Denise Cutler from Royal Ascot who has kindly accepted to be my Vice-

Captain and I look forward to working with her. 

Lastly a big thank you to Betty Johnston who is leaving the committee but fortunately will still be 

dealing with our web site.  Betty was presented with flowers from the Committee. 

Once again thank you all for coming today and I do hope you enjoy your meal. 

Before finishing I would like to thank Tess and her team at Castle Royle for all the help I’ve 

received in planning today’s meeting. 

Any other business – There were no questions. 

Vote of Thanks 

Pat Bayle gave a “Vote of Thanks” on behalf of the Members of BCLVGA. 

Meeting closed at 11.35am 

Jo Thompson, Honorary Secretary BCLVGA 

February 2020 

Minutes Approved by …………………………………………………………. 

Designation …………………………………………………………………………. 

Date ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 


